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Overview 

The Expected Death in the Home (EDITH) Protocol supports end-of-life care and a planned death in the home 

based on an individual's expressed wish for no resuscitation when their heart stops or they stop breathing. 

Expected death refers to when, in the opinion of a health care team, the patient is irreversibly and irreparably 

terminally ill, there is no available treatment to restore health, or the patient refuses the available treatment (1). 

The EDITH Protocol supports the development of an End of Life Plan to identify the process for 

pronouncement/certification of death in the home to allow for the timely removal of the deceased to the 

funeral home. When the physician or Nurse Practitioner (NP) supports the nurse in pronouncing the death, the 

physician/NP agrees to provide the funeral home with a completed Death Certificate (this may involve a visit to 

the funeral home) within 24 hours of death. This reduces stress for the family when death occurs and supports 

physicians and NPs in caring for end-of-life patients in the community setting. 

Implementing the E.D.I.T.H. protocol will reduce the unnecessary use of Emergency Services such as police, 

Emergency Medical Services, firefighter and Coroner. 

Legislation 

The Health Care Consent Act of 1996, and the Substitute Decision Act of 1992, enable a capable person to  

express their goals of care related to treatment and planning for their preferred location of death. If the person 

becomes incapable, the person’s substitute decision-maker would interpret these goals of care. Under the 

Health Care Consent Act 1996, resuscitation is considered a treatment. There is no legal requirement to obtain a 

physician's written, telephone, or verbal order for Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) (2). 

There is no legal definition of who can pronounce death. Nurses may pronounce death when death is expected. 
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Currently, in Ontario, only physicians and Nurse Practitioners are able to determine the cause of death and sign 

the Medical Certificate of Death. 

The Do Not Resuscitate Confirmation Form – DNR C may be completed by a health care professional (MD, RN, 

RPN) to direct paramedics and firefighters not to initiate cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). They may 

administer therapies to provide comfort or alleviate pain in the event they are called to the home. (Appendix 2). 

Process 

A. Planning and Completion of the Expected Death in the Home Form 

The Health Care Professional: 

• Initiates the discussion regarding advanced care planning with the patient and family and completes the 

first section of the form, indicating that the patient has an expressed wish for no resuscitation when 

their heart stops beating, or they stop breathing 

• Educates the family on who to call when death occurs (i.e., do NOT call 911) 

• Contacts the physician or NP to discuss the plan for certification/pronouncement of death 

• Confirms with the nursing agency that they are aware and agree to support pronouncement and the 

Expected Death in the Home Protocol 

• Confirms with the family that the funeral home has been contacted and is aware of the completion of 

the Expected Death in the Home Form 

• Documents the plan for pronouncement /certification of death and funeral home information on the 

Expected Death in the Home Form 

• The health care professional who initiated the process/discussion will sign and date the form 

•  Shares a copy of the Expected Death in the Home Form with health care team members (Ontario Health 

atHome, physician/NP, nursing agency) and Funeral Home 

• Leaves a copy of the completed Expected Death in the Home Form in the home 

B. When a death occurs:  

 Nurse: 

• Visits to pronounce the death and supports the family 

• Notifies the physician or NP of the patient death, noting the date and time of death, and reminds the 

physician or NP to provide the Funeral home with the signed Death Certificate within 24 hours 

• Notifies the Funeral Home of death and arranges for transport of the deceased in keeping with family 

wishes 

• Removes yellow copy of the Expected Death in the Home Form and the In-Home Chart from the home 

• Leaves a completed copy of the Expected Death in the Home Form and Medical Certificate of Death in 

the home for the Funeral Home 

• Notifies Ontario Health atHome 

Physician: 

• Signs the Medical Certificate of Death and make the completed certificate available to the Funeral Home 

within 24 hours of death 
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Funeral Home: 

• Ensures the physician completes the Medical Certificate of Death 

• If the Attending Physician or their alternate is unavailable, they will contact the On-Call Coroner for 

Assistance. The On-Call Coroner can be contacted by calling "Locating" at a local hospital and requesting 

the On-Call Coroner's telephone number 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/office-chief-coroner-and-ontario-forensic-pathology-service  
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